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CHAIRLADY’S 
MESSAGE

Welcome to the latest Women’s 
Empowerment Project’s newsletter. 

It has been an exciting period 
for us, both in terms of the changes 
that have taken place and the 
projects that have been developed. 
Despite the recession, we have seen 
an increase in our income and we 
are developing  innovative ways to 
generate income to sustain our 
projects, both in the UK and in West 
Africa. 

Our roots in Sutton have been 
further strengthened by the 
establishment of office space in 
Sutton High Street.  We are proud to 
be based in Sutton and are looking 
forward to the benefits of the Big 
Society!  

We are already seeing an 
increase in the number of young 
women who are seeking voluntary 
opportunities to enhance their skills 
– not only new graduates but also 
those who find our work valuable.

As a Management Committee, 
we would like to thank all our 
supporters for your continued 
support and for your desire to see 
this vision grow.  We are looking 
forward, over the next year, to 
implement even more projects and 
to meet the needs of even more 
African women and girls, both in 
West Africa and in England.

 
 Kau Belleh

Number of sponsored girls 
reaches 60

Our ‘Sponsor a Girl Child’ project 
continues to grow and this September brings 
the number of girls we have sponsored since 
2006 to 60. Since the launch of the project, we 
have also extended the countries we work in to 
include Togo and Liberia. In Togo, our focus 
will be on children who have been orphaned 
through the death of their parents from AIDs, 
whilst in Liberia, our beneficiaries will be 
children who have been affected by conflict. 
(more on page 2)

Micro finance project launched
We are pleased to announce the launch of 

our micro loan project for mothers of school 
aged children in Ghana. This revolving fund will 
initially benefit five women who will undergo 
two weeks of intensive training to enhance their 
business skills.  We are working in partnership 
with Children Better Way, a locally based 
charity who will be implementing the project on 
our behalf. (more on page 3)

Trustees
We are delighted to welcome Ms Clarissa 

Akakpo who joined the committee in July.  She 
studied law at Kingston University and spent a 
year in the Netherlands studying and working in 
international affairs.  Clarissa is due to begin 
training as a solicitor within the next year and 
currently works for Russell-Cooke in the Private 
Clients department.  We are looking forward to 
working with her on the Board.
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The Team 
We would like to welcome, Seren Razak, 

Diana Coman and Irene Fuertes Ganado to the 
organization.

Seren has worked with the BME 
communities since 2006, chairing the Sutton 
Babylon Association, supporting the Iraqui 
community and in 2009 was elected as the 
BME representative on the Steering Group of 
Sutton LINk.  She has worked as an outreach 
worker for the Naz Project London, raising 
awareness of HIV/Aids amongst people of 
African origin. 

Diana’s professional background is in 
marketing and public relations.  She was 
responsible for the establishment of a 
marketing services team in the industrial 
services sector and worked in financial PR in a 
British based multi-national organization.  

She was a Councillor for eight years, five 
as an Executive Member. 

Diana established and ran a specialist 
bookshop, has launched community groups, 
and undertaken various marketing, 
communications and community 
engagements projects on a consultancy basis.

Irene has a Master of Arts in Social & 
Cultural Anthropology and a Bachelor of Arts 
in Social Work by the Complutense University 
of Madrid. She completed her academic 
studies with a Master in International 
Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid.  

She has a long experience working with 
women involved in domestic violence and 
prostitution and is currently working as a 
Project Coordinator in The Women’s 
Empowerment Project (TWEP) developing and 
creating the basis of “Shalom House”, a 
refuge in Accra (Ghana) for Women and girls 
between 13 and 23 years old. 

She has also experience as a Social 
Consultant, Recruitment Consultant, and 
University Research & Teaching.

Sponsor a Girl Child
Sponsor a Girl Child continues to be the 

flagship project of TWEP.  The aim of the 
project is to provide opportunities for school 
aged girls to access formal education. 

The main barrier is the cost of school 
fees. Girls are sponsored through money 
raised by the organisation or directly through 
restricted funds donated for the project.  Our 
typical beneficiaries are girls who come from 
large families or whose parents have no other 
means of affording their fees due to lack of 
employment.  Some live with extended families 
or may be unaccompanied minors who have 
fled war torn countries or have been orphaned 
through the death of parents through HIV and 
AIDs.

By September, TWEP will have 
sponsored 60 girls since the launch of the 
project in 2006.  This year, we expanded the 
project to include Togo, Liberia. 

In Ghana, our work continues to focus on 
Buduburam Refugee camp where we are 
working with Buduburam Refugee Community 
School.  From September we will be 
sponsoring girls at Atikpa Secondary School, a 
government run school in Comè.  In Liberia, 
we have made links with N.V. Massaquoi 
Elementary School and will be sponsoring 
additional primary children in September.

If you would like any further information 
regarding how to sponsor a child in Ghana, 
Togo or Liberia, please contact us for a 
sponsorship form. It will cost you just £10.00 a 
month to sponsor a girl at primary level and 
£13.00 pm at secondary level. 

This year, we will be identifying partners 
in new countries and hope to start sponsoring 
girls in Nigeria and in Gambia. 

8 Epsom House, 312 Sutton High Street, Sutton, Surrey, SM1 1PR.  
Tel: 020 8395 7923

toempowerafricanwomen@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook page TWEP(The Women’s Empowerment Project)

www.twepbookprize.wordpress.com
Charity Number 1102384

mailto:toempowerafricanwomen@gmail.com
mailto:toempowerafricanwomen@gmail.com
http://www.twepbookprize.wordpress.com
http://www.twepbookprize.wordpress.com
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Micro Loan Project 
We are proud to announce the launch 

of our new micro loan project in Ghana. This 
project is in collaboration with our 
implementing partners, Children Better Way 
Inc (CBW), an organisation that works in 
Ghana and Liberia to promote the 
rehabilitation and future development of 
children who have been affected by man-
made and natural disasters in their home 
countries. The overall goal of CBW is to 
provide quality services to these children 
and to prepare them to be future leaders.

We have successfully recruited ten 
women who will be the initial beneficiaries of 
the project. These women will have two 
week of intensive business skills training and 
five women will be selected from this group 
to benefit from the project, based on their 
business proposals.

Our project outcomes will include:
•		 Improved business skills for 
women
•		 Financial independence for 
female headed homes
•		 Increased life chances for 
mothers with school aged children
•		 Positive role modelling for young 
girls
If you would like to contribute towards 

the micro loan fund, please contact us for 
more details, or make a donation using our 
Donation Application Form.  

The Website
At last, you will all be pleased to hear 

that TWEP has gone online! Our website 
address is 
www.toempowerafricanwomen.org.uk. 
Please visit us whenever you are online. 

Our Facebook page is up and a 
number of you have signed up. Please 
spread the word.  If you have a Facebook 
account, simply go onto the page and press 
‘Like’ and you will be able to follow our 
news. 

You can follow news of the book prize 
on www.twepbookprize.wordpress.com 

Empowerment Sessions

Emergency save a life; infant and child
TWEP successfully held a one day 

training session in collaboration with the 
British Red Cross in May. Seven women 
attended. The session was held at Sutton 
Life Centre. The session was enjoyed by all 
who attended.

Your Money and Your Rights
Due to the low number of participants, 

the course was postponed. We hope to offer 
this session soon in collaboration with 
Sutton Citizens Advice Bureau.

Watch this Space
African Women’s Leadership 

Development Training – TWEP has been 
awarded lottery funding to deliver a 
residential training for African women in 
the UK.  The residential course will 
include topics such as personal 
empowerment, transformational 

leadership, advocacy, strategic 
management and partnership 
development.  Please visit our Facebook 
page and our website for further 
information regarding the application 
process.  You can also email 
toempowerafricanwomen@gmail.com for 
more details.

Trustees
Ms Kau Belleh - Chairlady (Liberia)
Ms Sylvie  Magni Bissileu  - Treasurer (Cameron)
Mrs Jennifer Ahuma-Ocansey - Secretary (Ghana)
Ms Clarissa Akakpo (UK)

http://www.toempowerafricanwomen.org.uk
http://www.toempowerafricanwomen.org.uk
http://www.twepbookprize.wordpress.com
http://www.twepbookprize.wordpress.com
mailto:toempowerafricanwomen@gmail.com
mailto:toempowerafricanwomen@gmail.com
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Donations
Your financial support helps us in our work.  If you want to make a donation, please send a 
cheque made payable to ʻThe Womenʼs Empowerment Projectʼ to the organisation address.  
Any amount, however small, can make a real difference.    You can opt to support the 
organisation as a whole, or choose a specific initiative.   If you want to donate to our Support a 
Child initiative, but donʼt want to commit to a monthly contribution, you can offer a lump sum, 
which will be used towards that project.  Information about how you can support the TWEP 
Book Prize will be available on the website and in future Newsletters.  Donation Application 
Form is attached to this newsletter.    Thank you. 

The Rights of the African 
Girl Child: A Global 
Perspective

TWEP is organising a conference 
to highlight the rights of the African girl 
child. 

The event will bring together 
international professionals who work to 
promote and protect the rights of 
African girls. The key note addresses 
will examine the success of the 
Millennium Development Goals in 
relation to key areas such as access to 
education and women’s empowerment. 

Workshops will focus on areas 
such as children in war, child poverty, 
infant mortality and the effects of HIV/
AIDs. 

Please get in touch wtih us via the 
email address if you want more 
information or want to take part in the 
event.  

There will be a charge for this 
one-day international conference and 
further information will be posted 
shortly. 

TWEP Book Prize
TWEP is inviting all unpublished writers 

interested in entering the TWEP Book Prize to 
submit unpublished works of up to 10,000.  For 
young people between the ages of 8 -17. Short 
stories should portray the life and experiences 
of a typical African girl. 

There is also a competition for illustrators, 
to produce a image to the same theme, that 
will be used as the book cover. 

The winning entry will be announced  in 
early March next year to coincide with 
International Women’s day and World Book 
Day. 

For more information, please visit 
www.twepbookprize.wordpress.com.

New Office
Please note our new address! We are now 

located at Sutton High Street. Our contact 
details have also changed so please update 
our details concerning our telephone number, 
physical address and email details.

Funders
We are grateful to the following 

organisations for funding  us this year:
 • Sutton Community Fund
 • Awards 4 All
 • Seedbed Christian Community Trust

Partners
Evelyn Oldfield Unit, Sutton CVS, Sutton 

Racial Equality Council, Children Better Way 
(Ghana), Akina Mama Wa Afrika (Uganda), 
Sutton Women’s Centre.

http://www.twepbookprize.wordpress.com
http://www.twepbookprize.wordpress.com

